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To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  Bowland  Rural  District  Council 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  Sedbergh  Rural  District  Council 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  Settle  Rural  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of  No.  2 
(North  Craven)  Division  for  the  year  1956,  for  rather  less  than 
half  of  which  I  have  been  acting  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Divisional  Medical  Officer.  This  position  arose  through  the  pro¬ 
posal  of  the  We3t  Riding  County  Council  to  combine  the  Local  Health 
Authority’s  services  in  Division  2  with  those  in  Division  1,  which 
is  based  upon  Skipton.  Eut  as  the  proposal  also  involved  the 
appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reference  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  was  necessary,  and  a  decision  on  this  particular  point 
had  not  been  received  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairmen  and  members 
of  the  District  Councils  for  their  consideration  and  kindness,  and 
to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their  co-operation  and  willing 
assistance  during  the  period. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  HUNTER, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Social  conditions  in  this  wholly  rural  division  changed  little 
during  the  year.  Agriculture  is  the  main  industry ,  and  was  severely 
affected  by  the  wet  summer,  the  summer  of  1956  being  as  bad  as  that 
of  the  previous  year  had  been  good.  However  it  was  compensated  to 
some  extent  by  a  dry  though  backward  spring,  a  dry,  mild  autumn,  and 
the  late  onset  of  winter.  Furthermore,  although  a  wet  haytime 
results  in  loss  of  crops,  time  and  money,  increasing  mechanisation 
on  the  farms  enables  more  use  to  be  made  of  the  better  spells  of 
weather  than  in  bygone  summers  when  haymaking  was  largely  dependent 
on  manual  effort. 

In  the  secondary  industries  -  quarrying,  textiles,  paper  and 
paint  manufacture,  light  engineering  and  railways  -  employment  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  good,  and  the  local  Unemployed  Registers,  including 
short  time  workers,  remained  at  a  very  low  level. 

There  have  been  no  major  developments  in  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  Division,  but  improvements  such  as  the  provision  of  electricity, 
better  water  supplies,  bathrooms  and  water  closets  have  been  made 
here  and  there.  Improved  living  conditions  make  additional  demands 
on  water  supplies  and  sewage  facilities.  Many  rural  sewage  works 
are  now  obsolescent,  and  many  water  supplies  inadequate.  To  improve 
them  under  present  conditions  is  a  very  expensive  business  for  small 
authorities,  and  this  has  been  recognised  in  so  far  as  water  is  con¬ 
cerned  by  proposals  to  deal  with  its  supply  on  a  convenient  area  or 
regional  basis. 

It  may  be  appropriate  under  this  heading  to  refer  to  the  hospital 
services  for  the  Division.  There  have  been  no  developments,  and  no 
difficulty  in  securing  the  admission  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
or  tuberculosis.  Maternity  accommodation  has  also  been  available, 
but  the  units  are  a  considerable  distance  from  the  homes  of  many 
expectant  mothers,  and  this  reduces  the  demand  to  some  extent.  No 
further  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  provision  of  a  few  mater¬ 
nity  beds  at  Harden  Bridge  Hospital. 

For  the  long  term  sick  it  is  difficult  here,  as  in  most  parts 
of  the  country,  to  find  accommodation,  and  all  the  hospitals  have 
waiting  lists.  The  acutely  ill  go  to  a  number  of  hospitals  as  far 
apart  as  Kendal,  Blackburn  and  Leeds.  A  few  go  to  Skipton,  a  small 
hospital  of  sixty  bods  staffed  by  the  town!s  general  practitioners, 
and  visited  by  consultants.  During  the  year  the  extension  of  this 
hospital  has  been  under  discussion  and  whilst  there  is  much  to  be 
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said  for  this  on  a  geographical  basis  there  is  also  much  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  extensions  at  Keighley  to  provide  one  group  hospital 
of  200  beds  and  likely  to  attract  all  the  medical,  nursing  and 
ancillary  staffs  which  the  medicine,  surgery  and  obstetrics  of  to¬ 
day  require.  Even  with  rather  more  than  a  hundred  beds  at  Skipton 
it  is  most  unlikely  that  this  hospital  would  attract  patients  from 
their  established  affinities  with  Kendal,  Lancaster  and  Blackburn. 
The  Regional  Hospital  Board  eventually  decided  to  improve  the  X-ray, 
out  patient,  casualty,  physiotherapy  and  laboratory  facilities  at 
Skipton  and  defer  a  decision  on  increasing  the  beds.  This  seems 
right  in  the  circumstances,  for  no  doubt  should  exist  where  the 
spending  of  a  sum  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  pounds  is  at  issue. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  figures  for  births  and  deaths,  and  for  deaths  classified  by 
causes  are  shown  in  Appendix  VI. 

The  greatest  toll  of  life  is  now  taken  by  the  degenerative 
diseases,  as  would  be  expected  in  a  nation  where  the  expectation  of 
life  at  birth  is  now  73*05  years  for  females  and  67. 58  for  males. 

There  were  six  deaths  under  one  year  in  Settle  Rural  District, 
but  in  three  congenital  malformations  were  involved,  the  causes  of 
which  are  still  largely  unknown.  There  were  no  deaths  attributable 
to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion,  and  the  still-birth  rate  for 
the  Division  was  below  the  averages  for  the  Administrative  County 
and  for  England  and  Wales. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Engineers  and  Surveyors  have  kindly  supplied  information  on 
their  respective  districts,  and  a  summary  of  the  results  of  analyses 
is  given  in  Appendix  II. 

1.  SETTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

The  water  supply  has  been  reasonably  satisfactory  in  both  quality 
and  quantity,  1956  having  no  drought  to  cause  anxiety  on  the  latter 
score.  Dealing  with  the  parishes  in  turn  - 

Airton  has  a  supply  provided  by  the  Council.  It  is  inadequate  in  dry 
periods,  but  this  will  be  obviated  when  the  new  Malhamdale  Water 
Scheme,  which  is  now  under  construction,  is  completed. 
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Arncliffe  -  a  private  supply  which  is  fairly  satisfactory  except 
for  inadequate  storage  facilities. 

Austwick  and  Wharfe  are  supplied  by  the  Council.  Storage  capacity 
is  too  small,  as  is  the  supply  pipe  from  Austwick  to  Wharfe. 

Bent ham  (High)  A  chlorinated  supply  provided  by  the  Council, 
improved  by  replacement  of  the  old  and  furred  3-inch  main  by  the 
4-inch  Fowgill  main,  but  some  other  mains  need  renewing. 

Bent  ham.  (Low)  A  supply  of  good  quality  and  quantity  from  Bum  Moor 
provided  by  the  Council. 

Burt on-in-Lons dale  A  private  supply  from  springs  recently  improved 
by  the  provision  of  a  new  and  larger  main. 

Clapham  A  private  supply  from  the  Ingleborough  Estates.  Considera¬ 
tion  is  being  given  by  the  Council  to  the  taking  over  of  this  supply. 

Giggleswick  Chlorinated  supply  from  Settle,  and  a  spring  supply 
from  Mealy  Bank  to  the  lower  areas  through  a  separate  reservoir 
which  should  be  covered  to  prevent  contamination. 

Ha It on  Gill  Private  supply. 

Helton  West  Pri v ate  s  upply . 

Hanlith  Private  supply  which  is  generally  satisfactory,  but  which 
could  be  augmented  from  the  new  Malhamdale  Scheme. 

Hawkswick  Private  supply. 

Hellifield  A  supply  provided  by  the  Council  which  is  inadequate  in 
summer,  but  it  xd.ll  be  improved  when  the  Malhamdale  Scheme  is  com¬ 
pleted. 


Horton-in-Pdbblesdale  Council's  supply  which  has  inadequate  storage 
for  periods  of  drought. 

Ingle ton  Council  supply.  Inadequate  in  dry  periods,  and  too  small 
a  pipe  from  the  reservoir  to  meet  peak  demands.  Improvements 
visualised  under  the  proposed  Masongill  and  Westhouse  scheme. 

Kirkby  Malham  A  private  supply,  but  this  village  vail  also  be 
catered  for  under  the  Malhamdale  Scheme. 
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Langcliffe  Council's  supply  improved  in  recent  years  by  including 
spring  on  Daw  Haw. 

Lawkland  A  private  supply  and  a  poor  one.  Plans  for  the  provision 
of  a  new  supply  from  Sandford  to  some  thirty  properties,  mostly 
farms,  have  been  drawn  up. 

Litton  Private  supply. 

Long  Preston  A  private  supply  and  a  good  one. 

Malham  The  existing  private  supply  is  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Council, 
and  a  new  pipe  line  (3  miles)  and  storage  reservoir  (50,000  gallons) 
are  under  construction.  This  scheme  will  link  Malham,  Kirkby  Malham, 
Airton,  Scosthrop  and  Hellifield. 

Qtterburn  Council's  supply  through  privately  owned  service  pipes  in 
poor  condition.  A  supply  from  the  Airton  main  and  a  small  reservoir 
are  envisaged. 

Rathmell  A  private  supply  but  negotiations  for  its  acquisition  by 
the  Council  are  proceeding. 

Scosthrop  C ounc i 1 ' s  sup ply . 

Settle  Chlorinated  supply  by  the  Council,  satisfactory  except  for 
limited  storage  capacity  (3,000,000  gallons)  in  dry  periods. 

St a inf or th  A  privately  owned  supply. 

Swindon  A  private  supply. 

Thornt on-in-Lons da le  Approval  in  principle  for  piping  the  water 
from  Turbary  springs  to  Masongill  and  Westhouse  has  been  received, 
and  work  should  start  shortly. 

2.  EOWLAND  RURAL  DISTRICT 

During  the  twelve  months  ended  December  1956,  it  would  appear, 
from  the  results  of  the  many  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  that  the  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  in  quality. 
Generally,  over  the  whole  area,  there  was  no  shortage  of  water. 

During  the  year  57  samples  of  water,  taken  from  piped  supplies, 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  of  these  52 
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were  satisfactory  and  5  were  unsatisfactory.  During  the  same  period 
5  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  examination  and  of  these  4 
were  satisfactory  and  1  unsatisfactory. 

Analysis  of  the  Council1 s  main  supply*  that  is  from  the  Wadding 
ton  Fell  Springs*  shows  the  water  to  have  pH  value  varying  between 
7  and  7.8.  In  one  sample  the  lead  content  was  0.64*  the  remainder 
being  nil. 

No  action  was  taken  as  the  samples  of  water  shown  to  be  unsatis 
factory  were  taken  from  springs  etc.  for  owners  proposing  to  develop 
their  own  supplies. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  the 
houses,  and  (b)  by  means  of  stand  pipes? 


(a)  Parish 

No.  of 

o 

o 

o 

S! 

D/ho us os 

Population 

Ba shall  Eaves 

15 

54 

B  olt  o  n-by-B  owla  nd 

Private 

Estate 

Supply 

Bowland  Forest 

H.D. 

Priva  te 

Estate 

Supply 

Bowland  Forest 

L.D. 

Easington 

Gisburn 

102 

326 

Gisburn  Forest 
Great  Mitt on 

10 

32 

Private 

Estate 

Supply 

Grindleton 

199 

640 

Hort  on 

Middop 

2 

6 

Private 

Estate 

Supply 

Newsholme 

Newton 

40 

120 

Private 

Estate 

Supply 

Pay  t  home 
Rimington 

63 

200 

Sawley 

Slaidburn 

23 

70 

Private 

Estate 

Supply 

Waddington 

236 

600 

Private 

Estate 

Supply 

to  pj 

srt  of  ; 

Parish. 

West  Bradford 

78 

230 

(b)  Nil 
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3.  SEDBERGH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


There  are  three  Council  owned  supplies  in  this  District. 

(1)  Lea gate  Supply  (Untreated)  Supplied  from  a  spring  via  a 
storage  reservoir  (covered)  and  3n  distributive  main,  13  properties 
being  supplied  from  this  source. 

While  sampling  has  proved  this  supply  to  vary  in  quality,  and 
the  question  of  chlorination  has  been  discussed  from  time  to  time, 
it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  proceed  with  it.  No  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  from  the  point  of  view  of  quantity. 

(2)  Dent  Supply  (Chlorinated)  Fed  from  a  small  subterranean  stream, 
being  an  off -shoot  from  Browns  Beck,  this  water  is  piped  to  a  small 
covered  reservoir  and  thence  by  3”  distribution  mains  to  the  village 
of  Dent. 

Consistent  sampling  has  proved  this  supply  to  be  satisfactory. 
No  shortage  of  the  supply  was  experienced  during  1956. 

(3)  Sedbergh  Supply  (Filtered  and  Chlorinated)  Supplied  from  main 
sources  at  Settlebeck,  Ashbeck  and  Hobdale,  these  supplies  are  piped 
to  a  storage  and  service  reservoir  of  2,500,000  and  60,000  gallons 
(approx.)  respectively,  and  thence  by  5‘i-3il  mains  to  the  town  of 
Sedbergh. 


While  both  the  storage  and  service  reservoirs  are  leaking,  a 
fact  which  has  been  mentioned  in  succeeding  Annual  Reports  since 
1952,  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  1956  in  maintaining  this 
supply.  Consistent  sampling  has  proved  this  to  be  a  Class  1  water. 

Private  Supplies 

Under  this  heading  the  only  one  of  note  is  that  owned  by 
British  Railways  which  supplies  the  station  and  16  houses  at  Gars- 
dale.  This  is  a  chlorinated  supply  and  adequate. 

Of  properties  without  an  adequate  supply  mention  might  be  made 
of  the  hamlet  of  Slack  which  comprises  5  houses,  some  2  miles  east  of 
Dent.  Prolonged  gauging  of  springs  proposed  to  supply  these  proper¬ 
ties  and  certain  adjacent  farms  were  taken  over  some  three  years,  but 
the  scheme  was  finally  abandoned  on  the  score  of  excessive  cost.  It 
is  anticipated  that  this  scheme,  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil's  Consulting  Engineer,  will  be  remodelled  on  a  less  ambitious 
scale. 
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With  regard  to  extensions  and  renewals,  two  sections  of  main 
are  scheduled  for  renewal  being  some  50  years  old,  but  it  can  safely 
be  said  that  no  major  extensions  are  necessary  to  maintain  the 
supply  on  the  existing  basis. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


ROWLAND;  The  new  main  sewerage  with  sewage  disposal  arrangements 
has  been  completed  for  the  village  of  West  Bradford.  This  scheme 
provides  for  42  properties  having  pail  closets  and  36  properties 
with  septic  tanks.  No  additions  to  existing  works  in  other  parishes 
have  been  made  during  the  year. 

SiSDBERGK ;  In  general  it  can  be  stated  that  all  major  aggregations 
of  houses  are  adequately  sewered  and  have  satisfactory  outfall  works . 
Cesspools/ septic  tanks  form  the  means  of  disposal  otherwise,  and 
gradual  improvement  is  taking  place  on  farms  through  the  Hill  Farm 
and  Livestock  Rearing  Schemes,  and  in  houses  under  the  Improvement 
Grant  Schemes. 

SETTLE ;  New  sedimentation  tanks  and  carrier  were  provided  at  Low 
Bentham,  new  sedimentation  tanks  at  Clapham,  and  the  underdrainage 
of  land  filtration  beds  and  the  clearing  of  sludge  was  undertaken 
at  Settle  Sewage  Works. 


HOUSING 


BOWLAND :  The  one  house  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1955  has 
been  demolished  and  the  site  cleared.  Six  houses  had  been  similarly 
dealt  with  by  informal  action  in  preceding  years. 

Under  Housing  Improvement  Grants  seven  grant  aid  payments  have 
been  made  where  work  of  improvement  and  repair  was  completed  satis¬ 
factorily.  Four  of  these  x^ere  tenanted  houses  and  three  owner- 
occupied.  The  Council  has  not  erected  any  houses  during  the  year, 
the  decision  not  to  do  so  being  influenced  by  the  prevailing  high 
rates  of  interest,  and  the  abolition  of  subsidies  on  houses  built 
for  general  purposes. 

SEDBERGH :  Whilst  a  few  individual  properties  have  been  improved  as 
a  result  of  grants,  there  are  others  which  require  either  similar 
treatment  or  closure.  But  their  number  and  position  make  the 
declaration  of  Clearance  Areas  unlikely. 
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SETTLE;  Much  has  been  written  in  past  Reports  concerning  housing  in 
the  Settle  Rural  District,  and  a  perusal  of  the  Council's  building 
programme  shows  that  in  the  past  seven  years  177  houses  have  been 
built,  giving  an  average  of  25  per  year. 

Private  enterprise  has  not  helped  the  housing  position  as  the 
number  of  houses  built  this  way  has  only  been  very  small. 

The  bulk  of  the  Council's  houses  have  been  built  by  contractors 
from  outside  the  district,  and  the  present  uncertain  conditions  and 
high  building  costs  tend  to  produce  a  cautious  attitude. 

It  is  the  Council's  intention  to  allocate  50%  of  their  building 
programme  to  "slum  clearance"  and  the  larger  centres  of  population, 
e.g.  Bentham,  Ingleton  and  Settle  are  of  course  the  most  needy.  It 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  an  early  start  is  to  be  made  on  44  houses 
in  Settle  but  with  no  farther  land  yet  purchased  at  Bentham,  and  the 
present  Ingleton  programme  nearly  complete,  it  may  be  some  time 
before  further  accommodation  is  provided  in  these  two  latter  parishes. 


HYGIENE  OF  FOOD 


MILK:  There  has  been  no  occasion  this  year  to  issue  any  order  re¬ 
quiring  the  pasteurisation  of  a  milk  supply.  Co-operation  with  the 
Milk  Production  Officer  and  the  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  continues. 

MEAT;  The  results  of  meat  inspection  are  shown  on  pages  24?  29 
and  32. 


There  are  two  private  abattoirs  in  Bowland,  three  in  Sedbergh 
and  two  in  Settle  District.  In  Settle  there  is  a  public  abattoir 
which  was  taken  over  from  the  Ministry  of  Food.  It  is  maintained  by 
the  Council,  but  the  lease  expires  in  1957  and  it  is  then  likely  to 
revert  to  private  management. 

FOOD  HANDLING:  In  1955  there  was  one  outbreak  of  food  poisoning, 
and  three  occasions  on  which  complaint  was  received  from  outside 
the  district  that  members  of  coach  parties  had  been  taken  ill  after 
eating  meals  at  local  inns.  Food  poisoning  was  not  reported  in 
1956,  although  its  incidence  in  the  country  generally  continues  to 
increase. 

Three  types  of  bacteria  or  germ  are  commonly  incriminated. 
Staphylococci  are  conveyed  to  food  from  cuts  and  sores  of  food 
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handlers,  and.  their  transmission  to  such  things  as  ham,  tongue, 
boiled  bacon,  pressed  meat  and  brawn  could  be  prevented  by  the 
more  hygienic  handling  of  these  products.  Clostridium  welchii 
are  germs  which  also  find  their  way  into  meat  dishes  from  unclean 
hands,  rarely  from  the  gut  of  animals  killed  for  food.  Avoiding 
the  re-heating  of  meat  dishes  would  largely  eliminate  this  risk. 

The  third  and  largest  group  are  the  salmonella  germs  most  often 
found  in  family  outbreaks,  indicating  the  role  of  the  human  carrier 
and  the  importance  of  personal  hygiene.  Duck  eggs  have  long  been 
recognised  as  a  common  vehicle  of  infection  for  the  salmonella 
group,  and  more  recently  their  carriage  in  frozen  whole  eggs,  and 
frozen  or  dried  egg  albumen  from  China,  has  been  recognised.  These 
products  have  also  been  found  to  contain  the  paratyphoid  fever  germs. 

Meanwhile  more  and  more  food  preparation  is  escaping  from  the 
domestic  kitchen  into  the  hands  of  the  bulk  commercial  manufacturers, 
the  canteens,  hotels  and  cafes.  Foods  are  thus  produced  on  an  exten¬ 
sive  scale  with  increased  chance  of  contamination,  and  of  course  with 
increasing  numbers  of  people  at  risk.  There  is  an  absolute  need  of 
much  higher  standards  of  storage,  preparation  and  cooking  in  these 
places,  and  the  public  can  play  an  important  part  in  raising  these 
standards  by  refusing  food  which  they  have  the  least  doubt  about. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

In  1956  there  were  205  cases  of  infectious  disease,  a  reduction 
of  52  from  the  previous  year.  9  were  due  to  scarlet  fever,  75  to 
whooping  cough,  15  to  pneumonia,  89  to  measles,  2  to  dysentery,  3  to 
erysipelas,  2  to  meningococcal  infection  and  2  to  poliomyelitis  (non¬ 
paralytic  type). 

The  poliomyelitis  cases  were  notified  in  the  Bowland  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  and  were  undoubtedly  part  of  a  sharp  outbreak  which  occurred 
just  over  the  Lancashire  border  in  the  autumn.  The  dysentery  cases, 
of  the  mild  Sonne  type,  occurred  in  Settle.  Only  two  cases  were 
notified  but  investigations  showed  that  several  members  of  two  fami¬ 
lies  were  infected,  although  symptoms  were  not  always  admitted. 

Other  cases  may  have  escaijed  notice,  for  this  disease  is  now  all  too 
common.  Although  rarely  serious,  it  is  highly  infectious,  particu¬ 
larly  amongst  young  children.  Meningococcal  infection  is  the  name 
now  applied  to  the  type1  of  meningitis  once  known  as  ’'spotted  fever'1, 
and  greatly  dreaded.  However,  modern  treatment  has  greatly  improved 
the  prospects  of  recovery,  although  it  is  still  often  a  fatal  disease 
if  it  occurs  in  the  first  five  years  of  life. 
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An  interesting  case  of  Weil’s  Disease  (spirochaetal  jaundice) 
came  to  notice  during  the  year  in  a  Council  employee  engaged  on 
refuse  collection.  The  causative  organism  or  germ  of  this  disease 
is  carried  by  rats,  in  the  urine  of  which  it  is  voided  to  contami¬ 
nate  their  haunts.  It  is  therefore  a  disease,  and  a  serious  one, 
which  occurs  usually  in  sewer  workers  and  fish  market  employees, 
infection  being  through  the  skin  by  a  cut  or  abrasion  which  may  not 
be  noticed.  It  was  noticed  in  this  case.  Furthermore,  when  a  live 
rat  from  the  refuse  tip  was  sent  for  examination  it  was  found  to  be 
a  definite  carrier  of  the  leptospira  icterohaemorrhagiae. 

TUBERCULOSIS ;  During  the  year  S  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  notified,  compared  with  12  pulmonary  and  6  non-pulmonary  in 
1955.  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  now  becoming  a  rare  disease, 
simply  because  the  bulk  of  milk  now  consumed  in  this  country  is 
either  heat  treated  or  comes  from  tubercle  free  herds.  Pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  also  on  the  decline,  but  the  fall  in  the  notifica¬ 
tion  rate  lags  well  behind  the  fall  in  the  death  rate.  There  are 
several  reasons  for  this,  the  most  important  being  the  discovery  of 
potent  anti-tuberculosis  drugs  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  increasing 
attention  which  is  being  given  to  the  discovery  of  hitherto  unknown 
cases  on  the  other  hand.  Yet  despite  the  use  of  tuberculin  testing 
and  mass  miniature  radiography  units  there  are  still  many  people  in 
the  community,  particularly  elderly  ones,  whose  disease  has  not  been 
notified  and  they  continue  to  spread  the  disease.  Tuberculosis  there¬ 
fore  remains  the  most  important  communicable  disease  of  our  time. 

During  the  year  a  mass  radiography  unit  of  the  Leeds  Regional 
Hospital  Board  visited  the  Division  and  a  brief  report  on  the  find¬ 
ings  is  as  follows 

1.  Examinations  carried  out:- 

(a)  Miniature  X-rays  taken  ..............  1,744 


(b)  Large  X-rays  taken  . . .  44 

2.  Analysis  of  provisional  findings s- 

(a)  Cases  of  active  tuberculosis  .  1 

(b)  Cases  of  inactive  tuberculosis  ......  12 

(c )  Other  abnormalities  .................  18 


(d)  Failed  to  reattend  for  large  film 
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•  •  • 


Nil 


On  average  these  units  find  between  two  and  three  cases  of  un¬ 
suspected  tuberculosis  for  every  thousand  people  X-rayed.  Attendance 
for  X-ray  is  of  course  voluntary,  as  it  is  amongst  the  contacts  of 
cases  discovered  by  other  methods.  But  there  is  an  increasingly 
strong  case  to  be  made  out  for  compulsory  attendance,  a  point  which 
was  well  shown  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1955*  However,  a  start  has 
been  made  in  that  in  certain  occupations,  particularly  those  associa¬ 
ted  with  children,  a  satisfactory  X-ray  is  now  a  condition  of  employ¬ 
ment.  Unfortunately  it  is  not  an  annual  requirement  as  yet. 

A  close  liaison  has  been  kept  throughout  the  year  with  the 
Chest  Physician,  Dr.  W.  D.  Hamilton.  He  holds  a  clinic  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  Dr.  D.  B.  Hyslop’s  surgery  in  Settle,  and 
at  54  Keighley  Road,  Skipton,  each  Monday,  Thursday  and  Friday  morn¬ 
ing.  Dr.  Hamilton  has  again  given  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  babies  and 
young  children  likely  to  bo  exposed  to  infection,  and  the  School 
Medical  Officers  have  offered  this  form  of  vaccination  to  those 
children  who  are  coming  up  to  school  leaving  age  and  are  still  tuber¬ 
culin  negative,  the  basis  of  this  form  of  vaccination  being  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  an  artificial  immunity  to  those  who  are  tuberculin  negative 
and  have  not  acquired  a  natural  immunity  from  contact  with  other 
cases  of  the  disease.  So  far  as  is  known  at  present  this  immunity 
lasts  at  least  four  years,  and  so  takes  the  recipients  through  the 
susceptible  period  of  adolescence. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  arranging  for  the  admission  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis,  for  both  the  Grassington  and  Ilkley  hospitals 
have  had  empty  beds  throughout  the  year.  Extra  milk  has  again  been 
supplied  to  a  number  of  patients,  and  the  health  visitors  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  supervise  the  living  and  working  conditions  of  all  patients 
on  the  register. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES;  These  diseases  are  not  notifiable,  but  informa¬ 
tion  is  available  to  show  that  they  are  not  a  problem  in  our  rural 
areas  despite  the  greatly  increased  movement  between  country  and 
city  which  modern  travel  permits.  And  if  they  do  occur,  much  more 
effective  treatment  is  now  available. 

The  following  family  doctors  undertake  the  treatment  of 
venereal  disease 

Dr.  D.  B.  Hyslop,  Linton  Court,  Settle.  Tel.  Settle  2100 

Dr.  D.  Scott  Jackson,  Briarwood,  Sedbergh.  Tel.  Sedbergh  18 
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There  are  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  at  the  following  hospitals ;- 


Keighley:  Victoria  Hospital 

Men,  women  and  children  -  Tuesdays,  3-7  p.rn. 
Burnley  ;  Victoria  Hospital 

Women  and  children  -  Tuesdays,  5-7  p.m. 

Fridays ,  2-4  p.m. 

Men  -  Tuesdays,  2-4  p.m.  and 

Fridays,  5-7  p.m. 

Blackburn;  Royal  Infirmary 

Men  -  Wednesdays,  5-7  p.m.,  and  Thursdays,  2-4  p.m. 
Women  -  Mondays,  2-4  p.m.  and  5-7  p.m. 

Lancaster;  Royal  Infirmary 

Men  and  Women  -  Mondays,  5  p.m.,  and  Fridays,  2p.m. 
Kendal;  Westmorland  County  Hospital 

Men  and  Women  -  Fridays,  4  p.m. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

ANTE-NATAL  CARE;  An  ante-natal  clinic  is  open  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  from  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  on  alternate  Tuesdays,  and  the 
midwives  also  carry  out  routine  ante-natal  examinations  in  the 
patients1  homes.  Classes  in  relaxation  exercises  are  held  in 
Bent ham,  but  unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  continue  the 
class  in  Settle  regularly  during  1956. 

Ante-natal  care  is  also  undertaken  by  family  doctors,  and  the 
services  of  consultants  and  facilities  for  X-ray  examination  are 
available  for  any  practitioners  who  require  them. 

Dental  treatment  of  expectant  mothers  is  arranged  either  by 
the  County  Dental  Officer  or  through  private  dental  practitioners. 

Standard  maternity  outfits  for  use  at  confinements  are  provided 
free.  Stocks  are  held  by  all  midwives  and  at  the  Divisional  Health 
Office • 

Expectant  unmarried  mothers  can  have  the  same  help  as  married 
women,  and  in  addition  are  helped  by  the  appropriate  religious 
Moral  Welfare  Associations  who  generally  arrange  for  the  confine¬ 
ment  in  one  of  their  Homes. 

MIDWIFERY ;  The  midwifery  service  is  combined  with  the  Home  Nursing 
service.  Nurse -mi dwives  are  available  in  each  area,  and  their  names, 
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addresses  and  telephone  numbers  are  given  in  Appendix  VII. 

All  the  midwives  are  equipped  with  apparatus  for  giving  gas-and- 
air  analgesia,  which  is  available  to  all  mothers  certified  by  a 
doctor  as  suitable  for  its  use.  Opportunities  to  attend  refresher 
courses  on  all  branches  of  their  work  are  regularly  offered. 

One  premature  baby  outfit  is  held  ready  for  emergency  use,  and 
selected  midwives  are  trained  in  the  care  of  premature  babies. 

Where  the  admission  of  a  premature  baby  to  hospital  is  necessary,  it 
is  arranged  in  the  usual  way,  but  whenever  possible  it  is  preferable 
for  premature  confinements  to  take  place  in  a  hospital  suitably 
equipped. 

Arrangements  for  admission  to  hospital  for  confinements  are 
made  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office.  It  is  wise  to  apply 
early.  Cawder  Ghyll  Maternity  Hospital,  Skipton,  and  Bramley  Meade 
Maternity  Home,  Whalley,  take  most  of  the  cases  from  this  Division, 
but  beds  have  been  booked  in  Skipton  General  Hospital.  There  is  a 
private  nursing  home  at  Long  Preston  which  takes  a  certain  number  of 
maternity  cases. 

No  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  for  maternity  cases  at 
Harden  Bridge  Hospital. 

POST-NATAL  CARE*.  After  mother  and  baby  return  from  hospital,  or  the 
midwife  ceases  to  attend,  visits  are  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  who 
is  qualified  to  advise  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  mother js 
health  and  care  of  the  baby.  Post-natal  examination  six  weeks  after 
confinement  is  undertaken  by  the  family  doctors. 

CHILD  WELFARE ;  Child  Welfare  Centres  with  doctor  and  Health  Visitor 
in  attendance  are  open  at  the  following  places :- 

Benthams  Town  Hall,  on  alternate  Tuesdays  from  2-4  p.ra. 

Ingleton:  Literary  Institute,  on  alternate  Tuesdays  from  2-4  p.m. 

Settles  St.  John*s  Methodist  School,  on  alternate  Thursdays  from 
2-4  p.ra. 

Waddingtons  St.  Helen* s  Sunday  School,  on  alternate  Thursdays 
from  2-4  p.m. 


Sedberghs  Masonic  Hall,  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  1.30-3.30  p.m. 
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At  all  centres  babies  may  be  weighed  regularly  and  advice 
sought  regarding  feeding,  general  management  and  specific  problems 
in  baby  care.  Immunisation  is  also  undertaken,  and  dried  milk, 
vitamin  preparations  and  other  welfare  foods  are  sold  at  reduced 
prices « 

At  Bentham  a  special  Toddlers*  Clinic  has  been  arranged  regu¬ 
larly. 

Details  of  attendances  at  the  various  centres  are  given  in 
Appendix  IV. 

The  Mobile  Clinic  has  altered  its  route  a  little  to  meet  a 
changing  need,  but  still  visits  this  Division  on  alternate  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays.  It  now  calls  at  Grindleton  and  Bolton-by-Bowland  on 
Monday  mornings,  and  Hellifield  and  Long  Preston  on  Monday  after¬ 
noons.  On  Tuesdays  it  calls  at  Burt on -in-Lons dale,  Clapham,  Aust- 
wick  and  Hort on-in-Ribblesdale .  It  has  not  been  possible,  because 
of  other  commitments,  to  provide  a  doctor  for  the  mobile  clinic 
(except  at  Long  Preston,  and  at  Hellifield  where  it  replaces  a 
static  clinic  discontinued  for  lack  of  suitable  premises),  but  a 
Health  Visitor  conducts  the  clinic,  and  cases  in  need  of  medical 
advice  are  specially  referred  when  there  is  occasion. 

HEALTH  VISITING;  There  are  whole-time  Health  Visitors  for  all  parts 
of  the  Division  except  Bentham,  where  the  duties  of  Health  Visitor 
are  combined  with  those  of  the  Nurse-midwife.  There  is  at  present 
a  vacancy  for  a  Health  Visitor  in  the  Settle  district,  but  the  work 
is  being  covered  by  the  Health  Visitors  from  the  two  neighbouring 
districts. 

Besides  their  duties  in  connection  with  babies  and  toddlers, 
the  Health  Visitors  act  as  School  Nurses,  supervise  the  working  of 
the  Home  Help  Service,  visit  the  Aged,  act  as  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitors,  follow  up  patients  discharged  from  hospital  if  so  requested, 
and  provide  reports  on  the  social  circumstances  of  applicants  for 
hospital  confinement.  They  are  given  regular  opportunities  to  attend 
refresher  courses,  either  on  general  subjects  or  on  one  particular 
aspect  of  their  work. 

The  names,  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of  the  Health  Visi¬ 
tors  are  given  in  Appendix  VII.  Telephones  are  a  recent  acquisition, 
installed  with  the  intention  of  providing  a  closer  link  with  family 
doctors  and  others,  and  thereby  enhancing  the  value  of  the  Health 
Visitors*  work. 
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THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Medical  inspection  of  school  children  has  continued,  throughout 
the  year.  Each  child  is  fully  examined  shortly  after  starting 
school  at  5  years  (or  earlier)  and  again  during  the  eighth  year. 

The  third  routine  examination  is  carried  out  during  the  first  term 
at  the  secondary  school,  and  a  final  examination  shortly  before 
leaving  school. 

Any  defects  or  difficulties  encountered  during  routine  examina¬ 
tion  are  noted  and  the  child  is  examined  again  at  appropriate  inter¬ 
vals.  Where  defects  require  treatment  the  family  doctor  is  notified, 
and  if  specialist  opinion  is  required  this  is  obtained  either  through 
the  family  doctor  or,  with  his  consent,  directly.  Any  specialist 
reports  received  direct  are  passed  on  to  the  family  doctor. 

Where  children  are  found  to  be  handicapped  in  any  way,  an  appro¬ 
priate  recommendation  is  made  with  regard  to  their  schooling.  In 
co-operation  with  the  Youth  Employment  Service,  endeavours  are  being 
made  to  secure  suitable  employment  for  all  children  who  are  handi¬ 
capped  in  any  way,  as  indeed  for  all  school  leavers.  Liaison  is 
also  kept  with  voluntary  societies  for  the  welfare  of  handicapped 
persons  of  all  kinds. 

A  speech  therapist  has  been  shared  with  Division  1,  but  unfor¬ 
tunately  left  the  service  in  August  and  has  not  yet  been  replaced. 
During  the  year  16  cases  were  treated.  The  results  were  encouraging, 
but  it  has  been  difficult  to  arrange  treatment  for  children  in  all 
areas  owing  to  the  scattered  distribution  of  population  and  the  dis¬ 
tances  involved. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  offered  to  all  children 
entering  school,  and  a  booster  or  refresher  dose  is  given  to  those 
already  immunised  in  infancy.  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculo¬ 
sis  is  offered  to  all  thirteen  year  old  school  children,  and  given 
at  school  to  those  found  tuberculin  negative.  Vaccination  against 
poliomyelitis  was  given  in  the  schools  to  children  of  selected  age 
groups  during  May  and  June,  and  completed  in  December.  In  all  91 
children  were  given  the  vaccine  in  this  Division,  supplies  being 
very  limited. 

On  the  whole  the  health  and  nutrition  of  the  children  was  good. 

Detailed  results  of  School  Inspections  are  shown  in  Appendix 

III. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


At  the  end  of  the  year  37  part-time  Home  Helps  were  available, 
2  in  Bowland  R.D.,  6  in  Sedbergh  R.D.  and  29  in  Settle  R.D.  To 
obtain  the  services  of  a  Home  Help,  application  should  be  made  to 
the  Divisional  Health  Office  on  a  form  obtainable  there.  The  ser¬ 
vice  is  free  to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  it.  Those  who 
can  afford  to  pay  are  required  to  do  so,  in  part  or  in  whole, 
according  to  their  means. 

120  cases  were  provided  with  Domestic  Help  during  the  year. 

In  allotting  Home  Helps  priority  is  given  to  confinement  cases  and 
to  acute  emergencies,  but  an  increasing  demand  is  coming  from  the 
aged  and  infirm,  and  from  the  chronic  sick.  If  enough  Home  Helps 
could  be  recruited  in  those  parts  of  the  Division  which  are  now 
badly  supplied,  twice  the  amount  of  work  could  be  done.  There  is 
a  known  unsatisfied  demand,  and  sometimes  help  has  had  to  be 
rationed  when  one  knew  that  rationing  was  causing  hardship.  The 
present  Divisional  establishment  is  14  full-time  Home  Helps,  or 
their  equivalent  in  part-time  Home  Helps.  At  need,  limited 
additional  help  can  be  got  from  the  County  reserve. 

Application  to  be  employed  as  a  Home  Help  may  be  made  to  the 
Divisional  Health  Office  on  a  form  obtainable  there.  The  Health 
Visitor  in  each  area  is  responsible  for  supervising  the  service 
and  will  be  glad  to  answer  enquiries. 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

Homes  for  the  Aged  are  available  in  the  West  Riding  for  such 
persons  as  require  no  special  medical  or  nursing  care  and  can 
look  after  themselves  reasonably  well.  But  there  are  waiting 
lists  for  all  of  them.  For  those  who  are  infirm  as  well  as  old, 
or  for  the  chronic  sick,  provision  never  seems  adequate,  particu¬ 
larly  for  those  in  urgent  need.  Social  background  reports  are 
provided  on  patients  on  the  waiting  lists  to  such  hospitals  as 
apply  for  them.  Occasionally  it  is  necessary  to  secure  the  re¬ 
moval  of  aged  infirm  persons  who  are  no  longer  able  to  look  after 
themselves,  and  who  are  not  in  receipt  of  help  from  other  sources. 
Compulsory  powers  exist  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts  194B 
and  1951,  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  exercise  them  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  brought  forward  certain 
proposals  for  the  care  of  old  people  living  in  sufficient  numbers 
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in  a  particular  location  to  warrant  the  employment  of  a  warden,  and 
the  establishment  of  certain  other  facilities  on  community  lines. 
These  proposals  are  generally  not  applicable  to  rural  areas,  but  one 
authority  was  giving  them  consideration. 


PREVENTION,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

For  patients  in  their  own  homes  the  nurses  supply  sick  room 
requisites  such  as  air-rings,  rubber  sheets,  bedpans  and  bed  rests 
from  their  own  stocks.  Larger  items  such  as  wheel  chairs  and 
special  beds  are  supplied  through  the  Divisional  Health  Office. 

For  patients  in  need  of  such,  admission  to  recuperative  homes 
is  arranged  at  the  request  of  the  family  doctors ;  and  extra  milk  is 
supplied  to  the  tuberculous  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest 
Physician.  «, 

Rather  more  use  is  being  made  by  the  almoners  of  the  services 
of  home  helps,  home  nurses  and  health  visitors  to  assist  patients  on 
discharge  from  hospital;  whilst  our  liaison  with  the  Chest  Physician 
in  respect  of  patients  under  his  care  remains  close. 

CARE  OF  THE  BLIND;  There  are  43  registered  blind  persons,  and  10 
partially  sighted  in  the  Division.  Three  cases  were  added  to  the 
register  during  the  year,  and  those  blind  persons  who  can  profit 
from  her  help  are  visited  by  the  home  teacher. 

HOME  NURSING:  The  Home  Nursing  service  is  combined  with  the  Mid¬ 
wifery  service.  During  the  year  13,434  visits  were  paid  to  837 
patients.  Of  these  visits  10,638  were  for  general  medical  nursing, 
2,570  for  surgical  nursing  and  2,679  for  injections  only.  157  were 
for  tuberculosis  nursing,  65  for  maternal  complications  and  4  for 
infectious  diseases.  515  patients  were  over  65  at  the  time  of  the 
first  visit  during  the  year,  and  59  were  under  5.  117  patients  had 

more  than  24  visits  during  the  year. 

There  have  again  been  difficulties  in  carrying  out  the  nursing 
service  this  year.  Two  of  the  9  nurses  have  been  ill  for  some 
months,  the  burden  of  the  work  falling  on  those  remaining  on  duty. 
During  the  year  one  of  the  nurses  retired  after  many  years’  service, 
another  left  the  district  to  take  up  other  work,  and  a  third  was 
away  for  a  period  of  further  training.  One  new  Nurse-Midwife  and 
an  assistant  Nurse  joined  the  staff  during  the  year. 
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All  the  nurses  are  on  the  telephone  and  emergency  calls  are 
attended  to  at  all  hours. 

Nursing  equipment  can  be  lent  to  patients  nursed  at  home. 
Application  should  be  made  to  the  District  Nurse  or  to  the  Health 
Office . 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION:  Vaccination  against  smallpox  is 
performed  free  by  family  doctors.  285  children  were  bom  during 
1953  and  215  vaccinations  performed  during  1956.  Of  these  a  pro¬ 
portion  were  for  intending  travellers  because  of  foreign  quarantine 
regulations,  but  the  number  of  children  under  a  year  old  who  were 
vaccinated  was  152.  Thus  more  than  half  the  children  were  vaccinated 
during  their  first  year  -  an  improvement  on  last  year*s  figures. 

Of  the  same  285  children  born  in  1955,  140  had  been  immunised 
against  diphtheria  by  the  end  of  1956.  In  all  255  children  com¬ 
pleted  a  full  course  of  primary  immunisation  during  the  year,  and 
a  further  313  children  received  a  secondary,  or  "booster'5  dose. 
Immunisation  is  carried  out  free  by  general  practitioners,  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  and  through  the  School  Health  Service. 

178  children  were  immunised  against  whooping  cough  during  the 
year.  This  is  also  carried  out  free  by  both  family  doctors  and  the 
Child  Welfare  Centres.  Most  general  practitioners  now  use  a  com¬ 
bined  diphtheria -whooping  cough  antigen,  thus  reducing  the  total 
number  of  injections  for  primary  immunisation  from  five  to  three. 

The  "triple  antigen"  is  also  being  increasingly  used,  giving  pro¬ 
tection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


Ambulances  are  provided  at  the  following  points 


County  Ambulance  Depot, 

Cammock  Lane,  Settle. 
Tel?  Settle  3194/5- 


Covers  Settle  Rural  District 
excluding  Nap pa,  but  including 
Bolton-by-Bowland  in  Bowland  R.D. 
Also  covers  Sedbergh  R.D.  for 
certain  cases. 


Sedbergh  Agency  Service,  Operated  by  St.  John's  Ambulance 

Tel:  (Sedbergh  449  (Day)  Brigade. 

(Sedbergh  267  (Night ) 
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County  Ambulance  Depot,  Covers  Nappa  in  Settle  R.D.,  and 

Bank  Street,  Bsrnoldsvick  Paythorne,  Newsholme,  Horton  and 
Tel:  Barnoldswick  3146  Middop  in  Bowland  R.D. 


Clitheroe  Agency  Service, 
Tel:  Clitheroe  154 


Operated  by  Messrs.  Tomlinsons 
(Clitheroe)  Ltd.,  Central  Garage 
Clitheroe.  Covers  remaining 
parishes  in  Bowlsnd  R.D. 


The  cover  given  above  is  that  in  general  use,  but  alterations 
may  be  made  depending  on  the  type  of  patient  (e.g.  out-patient, 
emergency),  the  destination  of  the  patient,  and  inter-depot 
co-ordination  of  calls. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


In  1956  six  patients  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  as 
certified  patients,  and  thirty  as  voluntary  patients.  This  is 
encouraging,  for  it  shows  that  more  patients  are  going  to  hospital 
in  the  earlier  stages  of  disease  and  therefore  with  a  better  pros¬ 
pect  of  recovery.  It  also  shows  that  the  stigma  attached  to  mental 
hospitals  for  so  long  is  being  replaced  by  a  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  treatment  is  available,  and  just  as  necessary  for  the 
mentally  ill  as  for  the  physically  ill. 

Unfortunately  progress  in  dealing  with  the  other  aspect  of 
mental  illness  -  mental  deficiency  -  is  very  slow  indeed,  and  will 
continue  so  until  more  is  known  about  its  causation.  As  almost  all 
mental  defectives  are  born  in  that  state,  the  difficulties  will  be 
appreciated.  Supervision  of  the  defectives  living  in  their  own 
homes  is  undertaken  by  the  mental  health  social  worker.  She  also 
submits  reports  to  hospitals  dealing  with  the  mentally  ill,  and  the 
mentally  defective. 

For  defectives  who  will  benefit,  training  centres  are  open  in 
Settle  and  Bentham  on  certain  days  each  week,  where  they  are  taught 
to  read  and  write,  do  simple  handicrafts  and  receive  companionship 
they  would  otherwise  miss.  Their  parents  are  also  relieved  of  the 
strain  of  looking  after  them  for  such  periods  as  the  defectives  are 
at  the  centres. 

A  list  of  defectives  in  the  Division  is  given  in  Appendix  V, 
from  which  it  will  bo  seen  that  about  half  are  in  institutions. 
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UNSATISFACTORY  FAMILIES 


It  has  been  customary  to  refer  to  the  unsatisfactory  or  so- 
called  '’problem  families"  under  the  heading  of  mental  health.  This 
is  appropriate,  for  they  differ  from  other  families  in  personality 
and  intelligence  in  that  the  parents  are  frequently  immature,  often 
of  low  intelligence  and  with  quite  a  high  incidence  of  mental  ill¬ 
ness.  But  the  living  conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  majority  of 
people  in  this  country  have  improved  so  greatly  in  recent  years  that 
where  such  improvement  has  not  occurred,  as  in  the  "problem  families", 
the  difference  is  sufficient  to  demand  special  attention.  More 
simply,  they  are  families  which  do  not  conform  to  the  normal  social 
pattern  because  they  cannot,  despite  every  help  being  given  to  them. 
And  at  worst  the  picture  is  one  of  dirt,  debt,  domestic  confusion, 
child  neglect,  truancy,  and  perhaps  cruelty  and  crime.  Fortunately 
there  are  few  such  families  in  the  Division,  but  as  their  activities 
often  affect  other  departments,  conferences  are  held  regularly  under 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  co-ordinate  the 
efforts  of  both  statutory  and  voluntary  organisations  in  this  field. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 


There  is  little  to  add  to  that  which  has  been  written  in 
previous  years,  and  although  all  members  of  the  staff  play  some 
part  in  health  education,  the  health  visitors  and  school  nurses 
continue  to  undertake  the  main  responsibility.  They  are  well  quali¬ 
fied  by  training  and  experience  to  advise  on  most  aspects  of  family 
life,  and  their  duties  in  the  homes  of  babies  and  young  children,  at 
the  clinics,  and  in  the  schools  provide  very  favourable  opportunities. 

The  lack  of  suitable  accommodation  for  giving  short  talks  and 
film  shows  is  a  handicap  in  all  our  premises,  but  considerable  use 
is  made  of  leaflets  and  posters  issued  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  and  the  County  Council.  Much  more  could  be  done 
if  the  time  were  available,  but  new  and  routine  duties  keep  the 
majority  of  the  staff  fully  occupied,  particularly  when  the  estab¬ 
lishment  is  below  strength.  Health  education  is  important,  but 
B.C.G.  vaccination  and  poliomyelitis  vaccination  may  be  cited  as 
new  responsibilities,  and  their  importance  cannot  be  denied  either. 
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BOW LAND  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR1 S  REPORT 
Mr.  Chairman*  Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

In  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  1956  I  would  refer  to  the 
following  matters s- 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES:  Autumn  brought  a  slight  epidemic  of  whooping 
cough  at  Waddington.  In  December  3  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were 
notified;  it  was  found  later  that  one  of  the  cases  was  not  poliomye¬ 
litis.  The  other  two  wore  fortunately  of  the  non-paralytic  type. 

DPAINAGE  AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION:  In  August  the  laying  of  the  new 
main  sewer  in  the  village  of  West  Bradford  was  completed.  All  owners 
of  property  were  notified  that  the  Council  were  prepared  to  pay  the 
sum  of  £20  or  50$>  of  the  cost  (whichever  was  the  least)  towards  con¬ 
nections.  At  the  end  of  the  year  some  37  of  the  78  properties  within 
the  range  of  the  sewer  had  been  coupled.  This  involved  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  some  20  pail  closets,  the  abolition  of  9  septic  tanks,  and 
connection  of  18  existing  W.C.s. 

Outside  the  sewered  areas  owners  of  property  are  becoming  more 
desirous  of  modern  amenities  with  regard  to  sanitation.  During  the 
year  15  new  systems  of  drainage  and  septic  tanks  have  been  provided 
to  older  houses. 

At  Closes  Hall*  Bolton-by-Bowlsnd,  the  drainage  layout  to  the 
Hall,  two  nearby  cottages  and  a  farm*  was  found  to  be  obsolete  and 
defective.  An  entirely  new  system  of  drainage  was  laid,  and  the 
large  septic  tank  renovated  and  improved. 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES;  There  are  some  26  licensed  hotels  and  inns* 
32  catering  premises  (other  than  hotels),  34  food  shops*  6  butchers 
shops  and  2  bakehouses  in  the  District. 

37  premises  are  registered  under  section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act*  1955*  (10  for  manufacture  of  sausages  and  preserved  foods 
and  27  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream).  69  inspections  have  been  made* 
and  these  premises  have  been  found  to  be  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory 
condition. 

The  disposal  of  condemned  food  is  carried  out  by  burning  where 
possible.  Suitable  types  of  condemned  food  are  however  given  over 
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to  animal  feeding,  where  assurance  is  given  that  the  food  will  be 
well  boiled  before  being  used. 

Out  of  a  consignment  of  144  Boz.  tins  of  pears  129  were  "blown*1 . 
A  percentage  of  the  contents,  when  examined,  was  found  to  be  sour 
and  unwholesome,  and  all  129  tins  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

There  is  one  producer-retailer  of  ice  cream  in  the  District, 
and  a  heat -treatment  plant  is  installed  in  his  preparation  room. 
Samples  of  ice  cream  from  these  premises  have  been  reported  as  being 
satisfactory  (Grade  I).  Other  retailers  obtain  their  supplies  from 
large  wholesalers,  and  as  the  list  in  the  appendix  shows,  samples 
from  these  have  been  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

An  Abstract  of  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
setting  out  information  for  the  use  of  occupiers,  has  been  sent  to 
all  food  handlers.  This  has  been  followed  by  visits  of  inspection, 
but  owing  to  pressure  of  work  it  will  be  some  time  before  all  the 
premises  in  the  District  are  inspected. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES s  There  are  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the 
District.  One  is  used  mainly  for  the  slaughtering  of  bovines  and 
sheep,  and  the  other  is  used  solely  for  the  slaughtering  of 
casualties  from  the  large  C.W.S.  Piggery  to  which  it  is  attached. 

Most  of  the  meat  consumed  in  the  area  is  slaughtered  in  adjoin¬ 
ing  Districts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and 
meat  condemned;- 
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Sheep 

and 

Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 


Number  killed  (if  known) 

Number  inspected  15 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  2 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 

affected  with  disease 

other  than  tuberculosis 

and  cysticerci  13 • 3 


Tuberculosis  only : 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 


3  46  43 


1  6 


1  -  -  2 


33*3  -  2.1  18.3 


Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 


WATER  SUPPLIES:  Owing  to  weather  conditions  there  lias  been  little 
shortage  of  water  during  the  year.  In  June  however,  the  village 
mains  supply  at  Bolt on-by -Rowland  began  to  fail,  and  samples  of 
water  were  taken  from  five  of  the  auxiliary  sources  which  were  used 
during  the  1955  drought.  The  bacteriological  analysis  of  these 
samples  was  satisfactory  in  four  cases,  the  remaining  one  was  of 
doubtful  purity  and  the  villagers  were  warned  against  its  usage. 

The  emergency  was  however  of  very  short  duration. 

The  West  Bradford  village  water  undertaking,  formerly  in  the 
hands  of  a  private  company,  and  supplying  78  Cwellinghouses,  has  now 
been  acquired  by  the  Council. 

Regional  Schemes  The  Council’s  loop  main  to  Bashall  Eaves  was 
completed  in  December,  and  coupled  to  the  existing  distribution 
system  of  the  village.  Other  sections  of  the  scheme  are  well  in 
hand,  and  at  the  end  of  1956  some  22,200  yards  of  main  had  been  laid. 

HOUSING;  Structural  repairs  to  many  of  the  houses  mentioned  in  last 
year’s  Report  have  been  carried  out,  but  there  is  still  much  to  be 
done  towards  prevention  of  disrepair.  Small  defects,  if  remedied 
at  once,  usually  save  owners  from  having  to  carry  out  major  repairs 
at  a  later  date. 

More  advantage  should  be  taken  by  owners  of  tenanted  houses  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  Housing  Improvement  Grants  scheme,  for  by 
this  means  both  owner  and  occupier  derive  mutual  benefit.  Some  of 
the  small,  well-built  cottages  are  well  worth  preservation  and 
modernisation. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  found  during  the  year,  and 
one  case  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1955*  Two  of  these  cases, 
involving  some  10  people,  have  been  relieved  by  re-housing  the 
families  in  Council  houses. 

RODENT  CONTROL;  Disinfestation  treatments  to  farms,  business 
premises,  and  private  properties  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 
The  Council’s  refuse  tips  have  been  disinfested  regularly,  and  this 
has  kept  down  infestation  to  a  minimum.  Test  baiting  of  the  seiner 
manholes  in  Gisburn,  Bolt  on -by -B  cwla  nd ,  Grindleton  and  Waddington, 
has  proved  that  infestation  in  these  sewers  is  negligible. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
lour  obedient  Servant, 

R.  R.  OVEREND,  M.A.P.H.I. 
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SEDBERGH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR1 3  REPORT 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  details  of  this  Annual  Report  I  would  refer 
briefly  to  the  following  matters s- 

WATER  SUPPLIES ;  No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  maintaining 
the  supply  in  any  of  the  three  distribution  systems,  Sedbergh,  Dent 
and  Lea  Gate,  for  which  the  Council  is  responsible. 

Minor  works  of  improvement  have  resulted  in  an  increased  flow 
from  one  of  the  intakes  to  the  Sedbergh  supply,  and  external  repairs 
to  Ashbeck  Dam. 

In  connection  with  the  proposed  water  supply  to  the  hamlet  of 
Slack,  and  also  to  certain  farms  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  it  is 
a  matter  for  some  regret  that  this  scheme  has  been  abandoned  owing 
to  excessive  cost,  a  less  ambitious  scheme  being  now  under  considera¬ 
tion.  No  gaugings  have  consequently  been  taken  of  the  springs 
summarised  in  the  Report  of  1955 ,  some  of  which  it  was  proposed 
would  have  supplied  this  area. 

With  reference  to  Sedbergh  water,  no  works  of  repair  or 
improvement  have  as  yet  been  carried  out  to  the  storage  or  service 
reservoirs  as  advocated  in  a  Report  to  the  Council  from  their  Con¬ 
sulting  Engineer  (1952).  The  Council  have,  however,  agreed  that 
upon  the  emptying  of  the  main  storage  reservoir  for  cleaning  pur¬ 
poses  (cap.  2,500,000  galls.)  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineer 
shall  examine  this  reservoir  with  a  view  to  carrying  out  such  works 
as  shall  render  it  water-tight,  and  in  addition  examine  the 
possibility  of  dividing  it  into  two  sections  for  greater  ease  in 
handling. 

SEDBERGH  &  DENT  SUPPLIES  (CHLORINATED) ;  Chlorination  of  both  the 
above  supplies  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  during  the  past 
year.  Consistent  sampling  has  proved  both  supplies  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

LEA  GATE  (SUPPLY)?  Tills  (untreated)  supply  also  remains  satisfac¬ 
tory,  minor  maintenance  repairs  only  having  been  necessary. 
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Rainfall  figures  for  1956,  supplied  by  courtesy  of  Councillor 
A.  L.  Gladstone,  ares- 


January  4.26 
February  1.75 
March  1.94 
April  1.33 
May  3.56 
June  2.30 
July  3.43 
August  12.10 
September  3*07 
October  5*85 
November  1.89 
December  7.28 


48.76  Ins. 


Comparative  Gaugingss- 


83.32  Ins. 
41.22  Ins. 


1954 

1955 


SEDBERGH  SEWAGE  DISPOSALS  No  sewage  works  extensions  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  past  year. 

The  Council  have  now  taken  over,  and  are  responsible  for,  the 
sewer  and  outfall  works  dealing  with  the  sewage  from  sixteen  houses 
and  the  station  at  Garsdale. 

Arising  out  of  projected  improvements  at  the  Sedbergh  Sewage 
Works,  ten  sewage  samples  have  been  taken  at  different  points  on  the 
system  and  at  the  outfall  works  during  the  past  year.  These  include 
certain  trade  effluent  samples  taken  to  determine  what  effect,  if 
any,  the  effluent  in  question  might  have  on  the  outfall  works  and 
the  resultant  effluent. 

For  many  years  serious  flooding  of  the  outfall  works  at  Sedbergh 
has  been  experienced  after  heavy  rain,  and  in  an  effort  to  relieve 
this,  and  to  prevent  the  ground-floor  flooding  of  four  houses  at  the 
foot  of  Loftus  Kill,  the  Council  have  secured  the  approval  in  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  Ministry  to  the  laying  of  approximately  200  yards  of 
twelve  inch  overflow  sewer  from  Loftus  Hill  which  will  discharge 
into  the  river  at  Settlebeck. 
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Consequent  upon  the  demolition  of  the  remaining  prefabricated 
bungalows  on  the  Pinfold  Estate,  the  use  of  the  sewers  and  outfall 
works  on  that  estate  has  been  discontinued.  By  arrangement  two  sets 
of  rotary  sprinklers,  together  with  various  valves,  manhole  covers, 
etc.,  have  been  dismantled  and  removed  to  store.  It  is  proposed  to 
remove  filtering  media  from  the  two  beds  and  re-use  this  at  Sedbergh 
and  Dent. 

HOUSING  (COUNCIL);  This  year  has  seen  the  completion  of  the  Council's 
housing  programme  on  the  Maryfell  site  -  32  houses  and  36  flats  -  a 
total  of  6 8  housing  units.  While  some  opposition  to  the  erection  of 
three-storey  flats  in  an  area  such  as  this  was  voiced,  it  will  be 
admitted  that  these  are  commodious  and  do  not  detract  in  any  way 
from  the  amenities  of  the  ares. 


All  the  remaining  prefabricated  bungalows  on  the  Maryfell 
Estate  have  been  demolished  with  the  exception  of  two  which,  it  is 
proposed,  shall  be  used  after  suitable  adaptations  as  lock-up 
garages  and  store  house  for  material  belonging  to  the  Council. 

HOUSING  (PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE)?  Of  six  new  houses  under  construction 
three  have  been  commenced  during  the  course  of  the  year,  and  one 
completed. 

Of  five  houses  in  one  block,  the  subject  of  part  action  under 
See.  11,  Housing  Act  1936,  three  had  been  vacated  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

While  no  statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  had  been  taken 
by  the  Council  during  the  year,  reports  on  two  houses  deemed  unfit 
have  been  under  consideration  by  the  Council,  and  will  be  dealt  with 
in  due  course. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS ,  HOUSING  ACT  1949,  SECTION  20 s  Six  applications 
for  grants  under  the  above  Act  have  been  received  during  the  past 
year  of  which  five  have  been  approved,  at  a  total  grant  cost  of 
£748  15s.  Od. 


MILK  SUPPLY8.  There  is  one  retailer  of  T.T.  milk  in  this  area  (non¬ 
producer)  . 


FOOD  SUPPLY,  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION; 
five  slaughter  houses  in  the  area,  licences  for 


of 


Out  of  a  total 
!  limited  period 


remaining 


have  been  issued  in  the  case  of  three,  the 
continuing  to  obtain  their  supplies  from  Kendal^ 
be  the  central  slaughter-house  for  adjacent  districts 


two  butchers 
which  continues  to 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Excluding 

and 

C  ows 

Cows 

Calves  Lambs 

Pigs  Horse 

Number 

killed  (if  known)  109 

12 

272 

60 

Number 

inspected  109 

12 

272 

60 

A 11  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only % 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  3 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis  3  % 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 
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SUSPECTED  FOOD  POISONING;  Arising  out  of  a  complaint  with  regard 
to  kippers  purchased,  locally,  a  sample  of  one  of  the  kippers  was 
obtained  and  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Lea  &  Mr. Hinder,  Public  Analysists, 
for  examination.  The  result  of  this  was  that  the  analyst  "was  unable 
to  find  any  abnormality  in  this  sample  end  was  unable  to  account  for 
the  complaint  which  had  been  made”. 

RODENT  CONTROL;  Routine  disinfestation  of  the  Council's  two  refuse 
tips  (Central  and  Emergency),  situated  respectively  at  Langstone 
Quarry  and  Busk  Lane,  Sedbergh,  has  been  carried  out  throughout  the 
year  with  satisfactory  results.  No  “reservoir”  or  "major”  infesta¬ 
tion  exists  at  either  tip. 

SCAVENGING  AND  CLEANSING;  No  further  extension  to  the  Council's 
scavenging  area  has  been  made  during  the  past  year. 

The  areas  served  include:-  Sedbergh  and  Dent,  weekly;  Lea  Gate, 
Gswthrop,  Garsdale,  Marthwaite  and  Cautley,  fortnightly;  Howgill  and 
Danny  Bridge  (Back  Road  section),  monthly. 

C  Quite  I L  HOUSES,  PAINTING  ETC:  Of  other  work  which  may  not  normally 
come  within  the  scope  of  an  Annual  Report,  but  which  has  accounted 
for  a  considerable  amount  of  time  and  which,  I  feel,  deserves  mention 
on  that  account,  are  the  following s- 

(1)  The  preparation  of  a  specification  in  connection  with  the 
external  painting  of  39  houses  on  Fairholme  Estate,  coupled  with 
the  provision  of  a  number  of  new  windows  and  other  essential 
repairs  to  this  property,  and  the  supervision  of  this  work. 

(2)  Overhauling  and  repairs  to  plant,  pump  etc.,  Sedbergh  Sewage 
Works . 

(3)  Improvements  to  Car  Park  including  taking  in  additional  land 
and  kerbing  and  fencing. 

(4)  Improvement  to  Thornsbank  Housing  Estate,  soiling  to  verges  etc. 

(5)  The  preparation  of  plans  and  specifications  in  connection  with 
the  conversion  to  Council  use  of  two  prefabricated  bungalows  (60'0" 
x  20' 0"). 

I  am,  Sirs, 

Yours  faithfully, 

FREDK.  J.  LAWSON,  M.S.I.A. 
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SETTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR1 S  REPORT 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen* 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Department  for  the  year  1956 
I  would  specially  mention  the  followings - 

SEWERAGE ;  Unfortunately  there  was  no  alteration  in  the  position  at 
Horton-in-Ribblesdale  where  the  Minister  could  not  allow  work  to 
proceed  for  the  provision  of  a  sewerage  system  in  the  remainder  of 
the  village*  which  was  rather  disappointing  when  new  works  had  been 
constructed  to  deal  with  the  whole  village. 

WATER  SUPPLIES s  Progress  was  made  with  the  scheme  for  the  Masongill/ 
Westhouso  supply*  and  it  is  hoped  that  tenders  for  the  work  may  be 
invited  early  in  the  new  year. 

At  Mslhamdale  work  proceeded  rapidly  for  the  provision  of  a  new 
supply  system  following  the  purchase  of  the  privately  owned  under¬ 
taking. 

No  shortages  were  experienced  during  the  year*  and  in  addition 
to  the  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  as  shown  in 
Appendix  II*  9  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING:  This  work  continued  in  a  satisfactory  way  over  the 
whole  of  the  populated  areas  of  the  district.  Trouble  was  again 
experienced  with  fires  at  one  of  the  tips  and  I  would  like  to  empha¬ 
sise  the  remarks  made  in  my  report  last  year  that  residents  could 
help  considerably  in  the  reduction  in  quantity  of  combustible 
material  placed  in  the  dustbins. 

The  cost  of  the  service  x^as  approximately  £6,200  for  the  year. 

FOOD  SUPPLIES;  So  far  as  is  known  all  the  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
three  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  (two  private  and  one  public) 
were  examined  and  the  following  table  shows  those  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease. 


A  comparison  of  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  among  beasts 
shows  that  the  percentage  affected  is  now  less  than  half  of  the 
figures  indicated  five  years  ago. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  c ondemned  in  whole  or  in_ part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and' 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

512 

311 

13 

3297 

334 

— 

Number  inspected 

512 

311 

13 

3297 

334 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cyst i cere i 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

2 

2 

9 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

200 

114 

1 

132 

24 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

39.2% 

37.3% 

23.1$ 

A.3% 

7.5 % 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

26 

44 

9 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

5.1* 

14-2$ 

2.7$ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

f  _ 

mm 

, 

rT, 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 
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The  lease  on  the  slaughterhouse  premises  in  Settle  will  expire 
in  June  1957,  and  the  Committee  decided  that  as  the  owner  desires  to 
continue  its  use  privately  they  were  agreeable  to  this  course.  It 
might  be  that  their  decision  has  been  influenced  by  the  owner* s  offer 
to  allow  other  butchers  to  use  the  premises,  but  whether  this  will  be 
a  smooth  working  arrangement  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  Council  were  involved  in  litigation  during  the  year.  In  one 
case  there  was  an  appeal  against  the  Council's  refusal  to  issue  a 
slaughterhouse  licence  in  respect  of  premises  at  Hellifield.  The 
premises  had  been  used  as  such  pre-war  and  the  appeal  was  allowed, 
but  at  the  year  end  the  works  necessary  had  not  been  completed  and  as 
this  was  a  condition  of  the  Magistrates  decision  no  licence  had  been 
issued.  In  the  second  case  a  farmer  was  prosecuted  for  using  premises 
as  a  slaughterhouse  and  not  being  the  holder  of  a  licence.  In  this 
case  the  prosecution  i^as  successful  and  substantial  penalties  were 
imposed. 

The  milk  supply  in  the  district  is  distributed  by  41  retailers 
and  is  mainly  Tuberculin  Tested.  The  results  of  samples  taken  during 
the  year  are  set  out  in  the  statistical  abstract,  and  it  should  be 
noted  that  one  third  of  the  samples  taken  for  the  methylene  blue  test 
were  unsatisfactory. 

With  the  exception  of  43  lbs.  all  the  food  condemned  was  meat 
and  offal  from  the  slaughterhouses,  and  this  was  disposed  of  for  pro¬ 
cessing  into  non-edible  products. 

HOUSING °.  The  statistical  abstract  indicates  work  done  in  relation  to 
housing  during  the  year.  Very  little  formal  action  was  taken  under 
the  slum  clearance  programme,  and  in  this  respect  it  should  be  noted 
that  often  the  procedure  for  obtaining  land  for  development  is  a  long 
one.  As  an  example  the  Council  decided  to  build  on  the  Mill  Close 
Housing  site,  Settle,  in  April  1954,  but  it  was  not  until  June  1956 
that  a  compulsory  purchase  order  was  confirmed,  and  building  had  not 
been  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Four  houses  at  Austwick  were  declared  to  be  a  clearance  area, 
and  as  the  Council  were  desirous  of  rebuilding  on  the  site  negotia¬ 
tions  were  proceeding  for  its  acquisition,  but  difficulties  were 
being  encountered  and  at  the  year  end  very  little  progress  had  been 
made. 


Schemes  of  improvement  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended 
by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  still  occupied  much  time, 


(33) 


and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  applications  for  grants  in  res¬ 
pect  of  25  houses  were  approved  during  the  year,  involving  a  total 
grant  of  £4,950.  During  the  year  32  schemes  were  completed  and,  as 
in  the  past,  the  properties  involved  are  mainly  owner-occupied. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  regarding  statutory 
overcrowding  at  the  year  end. 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  9 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . . . .  12 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . .  56 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  year  1 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  year  .  2 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . .  12 


RODENT  DESTRUCTION;  Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  Council’s  inability 
to  obtain  the  services  of  a  suitable  man,  there  was  some  criticism 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  of  progress  in  this  direction.  Your 
Public  Health  Inspectors  did  attempt  to  carry  out  this  work,  but 
naturally  more  important  duties  had  to  take  preference.  Endeavours 
to  obtain  the  services  of  a  suitable  workman  were  continued  with  the 
hope  of  some  improvement  in  the  new  year. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

N.  FIRTH, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  I 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS ».  REPORTS  ;  STATISTICAL  ABSTRACTS 


Bowland 

Sedbergh 

Settle 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Statutory  Notices  served  . . 

— 

- 

8 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .... 

- 

- 

6 

Informal  Notices  served  ............ 

124 

4 

22 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ..... 

117 

4 

11 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

Inspections  made  ................... 

19 

- 

4 

Disinfections  carried  out  .......... 

9 

— 

— 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  NUISANCES 

Inspections  made  ................... 

117 

5 

52 

Nuisances  abated  •©©•©©©©•©•eo©ooooo 

60 

1 

13 

DRAINAGE 

Inspections  made  . . . 

161 

125 

126 

Drains  repaired,  cleansed  etc .  ..... 

51 

18 

12 

Houses  connected  to  sewers  ......... 

25 

38 

32 

New  septic  tanks  built  ............. 

16 

8 

12 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Inspections  made  ©oo©o©©c-©©o*©o«o©©© 

148 

52 

43 

Privy  closets  abolished  ............ 

4 

6 

15 

Pail  closets  abolished  . . . . 

26 

— 

— 

W.C.s  provided  to  old  houses  . . 

18 

4 

28 

W.C .s  provided  to  new  houses  ....... 

36 

40 

30 

W.C.s  provided  to  other  properties  . 

4 

4 

2 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Inspections  made  ©©©©©o®©oo©i.©©©©©©© 

55 

10 

174 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  .... 

6 

- 

35 

New  refuse  bins  provided  ........... 

27 

38 

83 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Milk  retailers  . . . 

All 

producer 

retailers 

1 

(Lie. 

T.T. ) 

41 

Milk  samples  for  Methylene  Blue  Test 

21 

0 

• 

8 

65 

(c )  Satisfactory  ©©©©©©©©©©©©©©0©# 

10 

- 

47 

(b)  Unsatisfactory  ...............  1 

Milk  samples  for  presence  of  Tuberculosis : 

*** 

23 

(a )  Negative  . . . 

11 

- 

3 

(b )  Positive . . 

- 

- 

— 
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Lowland 

Sedbergh 

Settle 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Visits  made  . . . 

57 

9 

65 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  remedied  . 

5 

— 

- 

Bakehouses  . . . 

2 

6 

16 

ICE  CREAM 

Premises  registered . . . 

27 

14 

61 

Inspections  made  . . 

55 

6 

19 

Samples :  Grade  I  . . . . 

33 

— 

2 

Grade  2  . . 

2 

- 

- 

GrJ72Cl0  3  ©©•©•««©©©®&©oo©o© 

- 

- 

- 

Grade  4  . . 

- 

— 

- 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Public  slaughterhouses  . . . 

- 

— 

1 

Private  slaughterhouses  . . . 

2 

3 

2 

Inspections  made  . . . 

42 

118 

341 

Amount  of  food  condemned  in  lbs. 

Meat  and  offal  . 

606 

225 

4648 

Other  food  .......... 

155 

21 

(tinned) 

43 

TENTS ,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

Licensed  sites  for  more  than  2  vans 

1 

- 

7 

Inspections  made  . . . 

IS 

- 

6 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  .... 

1 

- 

- 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Visits  ...................... ....... 

S3 

18 

48 

Treatment  carried  outs 

Domestic  . . 

7 

— 

3 

Other  Properties  . 

12 

14 

7 

HOUSING 

Dwellinghouses  inspected  . 

67 

92 

77 

Inspections  made . . . . 

139 

345  s 

206 

Dwellinghouses  repaired  informally  . 

57 

12 

51 

Dwellinghouses  repaired  formally  . . . 

— 

- 

1 

Houses  found  to  be  unfit  . . . . 

60 

4 

8 

Houses  closed  •  ©•ee©©©o®o©®©«©o«.o©#c 

1 

2 

- 

Houses  demolished . . 

1 

mm 

- 

Now  houses  erect ed; 

1.  by  Council  .............. 

10 

2 

16 

2.  privately . . 

11 

- 

14 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  .......... 

2 

- 

1 

Cases  of  overcrowding  remedied  . 

2 

- 

2 
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Bowland  Sedbergh 


FACTORIES  ACT 

Registered  premises  ............ . . . .  30  29 

Ins  pec  1 1  oris  made  ..•.ee.o.o....oew.o  ^*2  0 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ....  1 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  remedied  .  1 


X  NOTE  s - 

These  inspections  include  many  visits  made  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  maintenance  and  painting  of  Council 
property.  In  comparing  figures  in  this  abstract  it 
should  be  remembered  that  staffing  and  the  allocation 
of  duties  varies  from  district  to  district. 


Settle 

133 

29 
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APPENDIX  II 


WATER  SUPPLIES  :  BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS  REPORTS 


SEDBERGH 


Satis- 

factory 

Deilt  eoefr*o«cc*oeoeoccococ>«oi>6ooo 

9 

Lea  Gate  . . . 

7 

Sedbergh  ©•p©*©©©coo«.©©t.©o©®fc®c.o © 

4 

Private  Properties  (Single 

supplies) 

A 

24 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 


Jt 

A 


ROWLAND 


Ba shall  Eaves  . . . 
Bolt  on-by-Bowla nd 
Duns op  Bridge  ... 
Gisburn  ......... 

Grindleton  . 

Holden 

Hort  on  . . 

Mitt on  Great  .... 
N  ewt on -in-3 owla  nd 

Pdmington . . 

Sawley  ...o...... 

Slaidburn  ....... 

Tosside  . 

Waddington  ...... 


ooooooooc >0090 


o  o  o  o  ooeoccemu 


909009*000009 


West  Bradford  (Mains )  ........ 

West  Bradford  (Tagglesmire)  .. 
Single  properties  and  proposed 
s our ces,  eoo.  ©o. .......... 


o  o 

6  O 


o  e 


©  o 


9  O  o 


Satis¬ 

factory 

3 

2 

3 

4 
4 
3 
3 

3 

4 
3 

3 

4 
2 

5 
4 
2 

13 


Unsatis¬ 

factory 

1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 

6 
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SETTLE 


60O60POOCO0O0O«C»O9« 


ocooopooo 

OOCOOPtOiOCfrOOOIC 


Airton . . 

Arncliff e  ........ 

Austwick  . 

Bentham  (High)  ... 

Bentham  (Low)  .... 

Burt  on-in -Lons da le 
Clapham  .......... 

Cold  Cotes  ....... 

Hawks wick  . . 

Hellifield  ............ 

Hellifreld  (Raw  Water) 
Horton-in-Ribblesdale  . 
Helwith  Bridge 
Ingleton  ..... 

Keasden  . 

Kirkby  Malham  (Stand  Pipe) 
Kirkby  Malham  (Procters)  . 
Langcliff e  ........ 

Long  Preston  ...... 

Malham  (Atkinsons ) 

Malham  (Hanlith)  .. 
Masongill  ......... 

Newby 

Otterburn  . . . 

Rathmell . . 

Settle  (High  Level) 

Settle  (Low  Level)  . 

Stainforth  . . . 

Westhouse  ............... 

Private  single  properties 


9  O  O  v 


oooooooooooooooeoooooeo 


oaoo 


000009000000 


0  0  0  9  9  0 


00000000009 


900000900000 


000090000000 


eoooocoooooo 


OOOOCOOQQ 


Satis¬ 

factory 


3 

1 

2 

2 


3 


2 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


4 

3 

2 

8 


Unsatis¬ 

factory 

3 

1 

1 


1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 


1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

16 


NOTEs- 


Many  of  the  samples  from  private  supplies  were 
from  proposed,  not  from  actual  supplies. 


Sus¬ 

picious 


2 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

15 
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APPENDIX  III 


RESULTS  OF  SCHOOL  INSPECTIONS 


Periodical  Inspections  Special  Inspections 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE  Requiring 

Treatment 

SKIN  .... . . .  4 

EYES  (a)  Vision  .....  6 

(b)  Squint  .  1 

(c)  Other  . 


EARS  (a)  Hearing  .... 

(b)  Otitis  Media  2 


(c)  Other  ......  1 

NOSE  OR  THROAT _ ...  3 

SPEECH . . 

LYMPHATIC  GLANDS  ..... 

HEART  &  CIRCULATION  . . 

LUNGS  . . .  2 

DEVELOPMENTAL  - 

(a)  Hernia  .....  3 

(b)  Other  .  1 

ORTHOPAEDIC  - 

(a)  Posture  .... 

(b)  Feet  .......  16 

(c)  Other . . 

NERVOUS  SYSTEM  - 


(a )  Epilepsy  ... 

(b)  Other  ...... 

PSYCHOLOGICAL  - 

(a )  Development 

(b)  Stability  .. 

ABDOMEN . . 

OTHER  DEFECTS  ........  2 


Requiring 

Requiring 

Requiring 

Observation 

Treatment 

Observation 

29 

3 

24 

77 

22 

80 

4 

1 

8 

5 

— 

17 

16 

4 

33 

18 

- 

26 

4 

3 

7 

43 

9 

75 

6 

— 

2 

27 

2 

31 

19 

1 

11 

7 

3 

10 

3 

2 

11 

- 

18 

1 

3 

16 

6 

10 

172 

mm 

178 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

_ 

4 

5 

- 

5 

2 

— 

- 

3 

2 

2 

In  2,315  examinations  23  children  were  found  infested 
with  vermin. 
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APPENDIX  IV 


ATTENDANCES  AT  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Centre 

Children 

under 

1  year 

Children 

1  but 
under 

2  years 

Children 
2  but 
under 

5  years 

Bent  ham  . . . 

«...  457 

131 

109 

Ingleton  . . 

....  224 

U5 

141 

Sedbergh  . . 

....  187 

73 

114 

Settle  . . . . 

....  332 

90 

104 

Waddington 

....  188 

122 

224 

ATTENDANCES  AT  MOBILE  CLINIC 


Children 

Children 

Children 

Centre 

under 

1  year 

1  but 
under 

2  years 

2  but 
under 

3  years 

Burton-in- 

Lonsdale  . . . 

14 

12 

49 

Clapham  ....... 

Hort on-in- 

40 

2 

6 

Ribbles dale 

48 

10 

15 

Helwith  Bridge 

17 

13 

19 

Austwick  . 

47 

12 

32 

Hellifield  .... 

142 

46 

37 

Long  Preston  . . 

116 

32 

1 

Commenced  19 •11*56 

Grindleton  .... 
Bolton-by- 

5 

2 

7 

Bowland  .... 

7 

— 

5 

Commenced  19 • 11 • 56 

Sleidburn  . 

41 

28 

20 

Discontinued  5 • 11.56 
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APPENDIX  V 


LIST  OF  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES  AS  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1956 


Under  16 

Over 

16 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Statutory  Supervision  .  . 

4 

5 

12 

11 

Guardianship  . . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

In  Institutions  . . . . 

3 

3 

11 

14 

Voluntary  Supervision . . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Observation  Cases  .............. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

On  Licence  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Visits  paid  to  Mental  Defectives 

e  •  o  •  ©  o  a 

CCOOOVQOCOQ 

OOCOOO09O 

. . .  166 

Visits  paid  to  patients  discharged  from 

mental  hospitals  . . . 

...  43 

Visits  paid  on  all  other  duties  . 

Total  287 
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APPENDIX  VI 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  1956 


Deaths 

under  Still- 


Estimated 

Population 

Births 

M  F 

Deaths 

M  F 

1  year 

M  F 

births 
M  F 

Bowland  ..... 

4,890 

46 

28 

34 

31 

1  - 

1  1 

Sedbergh  .... 

3,820 

25 

28 

18 

23 

-  1 

1  - 

Settle  . 

14, 080 

113 

98 

87  95 

5  1 

-  3 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 


Bowland 


Sedbergh 


Settle 


oocooooooooeoee 


O  ©  0  t  c 


qoqoooooooc 


Infectious  disease,  excluding 
tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  of  the  lung  . 

Other  tuberculosis 

Cancer  and  other  malignant 

diseases  . . . . .............. . 

Apoplexy  and  similar  diseases  . 

Coronary  disease  of  the  heart  . 

Other  heart  and  circulatory 
diseases  ...» . . . . 

Pneumonia  and  other  lung 
di seases 

Ulcers  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Congenital  malformation  ....... 

All  other  diseases  ............ 

Accident,  suicide  and  murder  . . 


9 

12 

10 

19 

4 

1 

6 

2 


2 

5 

6 

19 

2 


5 

2 


2 

1 


24 

32 

26 

51 

12 

1 

3 

22 

S 


Total: 


65 


41 


182 
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APPENDIX  VII 


LIST  OF  STAFF  -  AS  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1956 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Divisional  Medical  Officer 

Assistant  County  Medical  and 
School  Medical  Officer 

Clinic  Medical  Officers 
(Sessional  basis) 

Senior  Clerk 

Clerical  Staff 

Mental  Health  Social  Worker 

Teachers  of  the  mentally  handi¬ 
capped  (part-time) 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector 

HEALTH  VISITORS 


M.  Hunter,  M.B.E.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


N.  M.  E.  Robert shaw,  B.Sc.,  M.B., 

Ch •  B • ,  D.R.C .O.G.,  D.C.H. 

E.  B.  Dowell,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.  T.  Bleasdell,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

R.  Bentley 

Miss  B.  M.  Nowell 
Mrs.  B.  Baker 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Dickinson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Taylor 
Mrs .  A.  M.  Benton 

R.  R.  Overend,  M.A.P.H.I. 

F.  J.  Lawson,  M.A.P.H.I. 

N.  Firth,  M.A.P.H.I. 

F.  Smith,  M.A.P.H.I. 


M.  Bower,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert., 

25  Mostyn  Avenue, 

EAPJ3Y.  Tels  Earby  2297 

B.  Brown,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert., 
Hughenden  House, 

LONG  PRESTON.  Tels  Long  Preston  329 

M.  M.  Brummitt,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert., 
Cravendale, 

INGIETON.  Tel;  Ingleton  358 

S.  A.  Simm,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert., 
Rivermead, 

SEDBERGH.  Tels  Sedbergh  394 
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HOMS  MRS  E/ MI  DI-JIVES 


0.  E.  Bottone,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Ashfield  House, 

BENTHAM.  Tels  Bentham  291 

J.  B.  Baldry,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

A.  G.  Rogers,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

2  Havera, 

SEDBERGH.  Tels  Sedbergh  338 

M.  Bunnett,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

Manor  Cottage, 

KETTLEWELL .  Tels  Kettlewell  250 

I.  Cutler,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , 
Greenbank,  Station  Road, 

GIGGLES WICK.  Tels  Settle  3255 

E.  Eastwood,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , 

15  Meadowside, 

GRINDLETOW.  Tels  Chat burn  276 

K.  M.  Teece,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

11  Meadowside, 

GRINDLETOW.  Tel:  Chat burn  244 

A.  J.  Slinger,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

3  Pendle  View, 

HELLIFIELD .  Tels  Hellifield  263 
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